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When registered for a Race on SOL and racing, two other sites should be open on your desktop to 

enable you to be linked to Qt and in the position to edit a Route in Qt with a new downloaded Weather 

Grib.  They are BrainAid      (I understand some of the top ranked SOlers use Kripper’s AGL.) and 

Kroppyer’s Tools for SailOnLine      both of which are available from SOL’s Home Page – Links and are 

illustrated in the following screen prints. 

You will note that I have SOL open on 3 pages at the same time     one is zoomed in, one is zoomed out 

and one is the Links on the Home Page.  I find it easier and faster to toggle back and forth.  I only have 

one screen and it is not big enough for me to have more than one page open on a split screen.   

In your Helm Course Command box always make sure that you Reset the course to match your 

Dashboard NMEA COG or TWA Course so that you do not accidently tap Set Boat Course and cause an 

accidental tack or gybe! 

You might want to have the QtVLM Documentation Manual Open for reference.      

Sailaway using QtVLM are good tutorials on YouTube (Advanced Features Parts 1 and 2).       

Go to SOL Home Page and click on Links.      
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Open BrainAid’s Site and leave as favourite site for easy access on your desktop. 

 

Register your SOL boat, password, the SOL race you are registered for and login to BrainAid. 
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BrainAid’s Home Page.  

 

Now go back to the SOL Home Page and Links to open Kroppyer’s Tools for SOL.  
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Open Kroppyer’s QtVLM route converter and save in favourites on your desktop for easy access.  

 

Note the URL that you want to keep in your favourites and open on your desktop while racing 
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While registered for a Race on SOL and racing SOL posts an Alert that a new weather Grib has been 

uploaded to BrainAid. Click OK to close the pop-up Alert. (Every 6 hrs UTC 0420; 1020; 16:20 & 22:20) 

 

Go to BrainAid and open Weather.  Click on Grib file name to download Grib file to your Download files. 
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Open Qt and open Grib slot 1 and Open which will automatically take you to your Downloaded Files. 

 

Select the new downloaded Grib file and open. 
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Grib File Information pop-up will appear.  Double check file name.  Click OK. 

 

Go to Routes to Edit Route with new Grib weather.  Select Route being used in Race. 
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Route Settings will open.  Double check the Route description and that it is starting from the boat and is 

not the start of the Race.  If you change any of the Route settings you will have to click OK at the bottom 

of the screen for them to be accepted.  Click the Simplify box and Apply. 

 

This Simplification Result pop-up will appear.  Click Optimize. 
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This Optimization Results pop-up will appear.  Click OK.  You now have an updated Route based on the 

latest downloaded Grib File. 

 

Go back to the Route/Edit Route and open the Route Logbook which will automatically populate with 

the Route course changes based on this new Grib file. 
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Populated Logbook.  Click Export (csv format) 

 

Pop-up appears for saving the Exported Logbook to your Computer which you will need to populate the 

Kroppyer QtVLM Route Converter when it asks you to choose a file. 
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The exported csv file will appear but can be closed since you have saved a copy to your computer in the 

previous screen. 

 

Go to Kroppyer Qt Route Converter and Choose File i.e. the saved Exported csv logbook file in the 

previous screen.  The boxes    are presently populated with the previous Grib file data. 
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Choose the newly exported and saved Exported Logbook csv file and open it. 

 

Click Convert to BrainAid DC Format and the boxes will be repopulated with the latest Route Logbook 

data based on the Exported csv file chosen.  Check the time and course of the first line of COG (CC) 

course change to see that it is current UTC and logically follows the COG course presently being sailed. 

 

  



INTRODUCTION TO QtVLM (Qt) ROUTING SOFTWARE AND ITS USE WITH SAILONLINE (SOL) 
Editing Route With New Weather Report and Uploading Resulting New Delayed Commands to SOL 

13 
 

You have to decide whether you want to populate SOL with TWA or COG (CC) Delayed Commands.  

Most of the time it will likely be COG but not always!  Now capture all of the data lines for copying and 

pasting to BrainAid’s DC Editor subject to the following.  It can take up to 5 minutes for BrainAid to 

populate SOL since the server is usually busy posting new Grib downloads being converted by all the 

racers.  Check the UTC time and leave out the first lines that are too close to the current time.  

(Download a UTC Clock from the internet and add to your desktop tool bar.   ) 
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Now go to BrainAid and open the DC Editor.  The DC Editor box is currently populated with the last Grib 

file data.  Capture and delete the data. 

 

The emptied box ready for you to paste in the new DC commands. 
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Paste in the new DC commands.  Double check the first line – time and course.  Click Apply. 

 

Go immediately to SOL and the DC Command box and start repeatingly clicking Refresh    until the 

BrainAid site b at the top of your screen stops rotating    i.e. transfer task completed.  The transfer 

function deletes the old and adds the new DC’s.  Scan the DC’s tacks and gybes.  Sometimes there will be 

too many close together which requires a reoptimization of the Route or manual intervention at the 

time.  5 minutes is the command default Qt interval in its settings which can be changed in Qt. 
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Remember to press the Reset so that it shows the course being sailed as shown in the dashboard.  The 

DC Command does not change the course setting displayed in the Command Box.  Many accidental tacks 

and gybes have occurred from pressing the Set Boat Course with the wrong course in the box! 

 

Go back to Qt and open Route Settings page to look at the Histograms and Statistics 
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There are a number of Histograms available in the drop-down.  This is TWS for the Route duration. 

 

Here are the Statistics for the remaining duration of the Route.  An early look at this before populating 

SOL with the new Grib DC’s will tell you if there are too many tacks and gybes requiring Route editing.   

From the Navigation Time plus the current UTC you can work out ETA at finish line. 
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You are now looking at the newly edited Route using the latest Grib file.  Note the Finish Line ETA    

 

On the next screen I have AIS on.  While it clutters the screen, particularly when their courses eventually 

trail them, I like to click on them because the boat and their NMEA data shows up i.e. SOG (rounded to 

one decimal place), COG and direct distance to assist in watching and covering the competition! 

 


